
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Embassy of India, Niels Juels gate 30, 0244 Oslo                           Newsletter for November 2018  

Tel. 24115923; e-mail. commerce@indemb.no                                                                              

                                                  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India 
 

PM Modi launched Support and 

Outreach Initiative for MSME sector: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PM Modi at the launch of the Support and Outreach 

Initiative for MSME sector  

 

On 2 November, PM Narendra Modi 

launched a historic support and outreach 

programme for the Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector. As 

part of this programme, he presented 

several key initiatives which would help 

the growth, expansion and facilitation of 

MSMEs across the country, such as a loan 

portal to enable easy access to credit for 

MSMEs within 59 minutes, mandatory 

25% procurement from MSMEs by public 

sector companies and simplification of 

government procedures. PM Modi also 

stated that there were five key aspects for  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

facilitating MSME sector including access 

to credit, access to market, technology 

upgradation, ease of doing business and a 

sense of security for employees.    

 

Successful launch of GSLV MK III-D2:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Launch of GSLV MK III-D2 

Photo: DDNews 

 
On 14 November, the Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully 

launched its fifth generation heavy lift 

launch vehicle GSLV Mark III-D2 which 

carried the communication satellite GSAT-

29, and put the satellite in orbit. The 

satellite would provide communication 

services to remote places in North East 

India and Jammu and Kashmir. ISRO 

Chairman Dr. K. Sivan stated that the 

successful launch would further strengthen 
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the Digital India initiative. PM Modi 

congratulated the ISRO scientists on the 

successful launch and highlighted that the 

double success set a new record of putting 

the heaviest satellite in orbit by an Indian 

launch vehicle.    

 

Launch of the 'India for Humanity' 

Initiative: As part of 150th Birth 

Anniversary celebrations of Mahatma 

Gandhi being held over the next one year, 

the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), 

Government of India, in collaboration with 

the renowned charitable organization 

"Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata 

Samiti" (BMVSS), has launched the 'India 

for Humanity' Initiative to honour 

Mahatma Gandhi's service to humanity. 

With its focus on Mahatma Gandhi's 

philosophy of compassion, caring, service 

to humanity, 'India for Humanity' features a 

year-long series of artificial limb fitment 

camps by BMVSS in a number of different 

countries spanning the globe, starting with 

Malawi in end October 2018. The camps 

are fully sponsored by MEA. 

 

Indian States / Festivals 
 

Odisha:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bali Jatra Festival, Odisha 

Photo: Tripsavvy.com 

 

Odisha is a state in Eastern India located 

along the Bay of Bengal with a coastline of 

480 km. The eastern part of Odisha which 

is close to the sea has a lot of tourist 

locations and religious places, while the 

western part is a hilly and forested area, 

and is predominantly a tribal belt. Odisha 

has a rich artistic heritage and has 

produced some of the finest examples 

of Indian art and architecture. In addition to 

the very famous Rath Yatra in July every 

year, the Bali Jatra festival is also 

celebrated in Odisha’s old capital Cuttack 

from 23 to 30 November to commemorate 

the ancient era of maritime exploration and 

trade in Odisha which saw merchants reach 

as far as Bali in the 2nd century BC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Odisha launched Biotechnology Policy 2018 in 

Bhubaneswar 

Photo: ReportOdisha.com 

 

Odisha’s economy ranks 16th among 

India’s 33 states and union territories with 

GDP of approx. USD 62 billion, and it is 

one of the fastest growing state economies 

in India with GDP growth of 6.6%. Odisha 

has always endeavored to provide a hassle-

free business environment to investors, and 

welcomes entrepreneurs and investors from 

across the globe for a mutually rewarding 

engagement. The State was also a pioneer 

in implementing the “Ease of Doing 

Business” framework through the robust 

Single Window Clearance System 

(SWCS). This system enables the investor 

to approach a single designated authority 

and seek all clearances and approvals to 

setup and operationalize an industry. 

Odisha has been a well-known mineral hub 
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of the country and is a national leader in 

the production of chromite, bauxite, 

manganese ore, graphite and nickel ore. 

Currently, Odisha is fast emerging as the 

manufacturing hub of the East in India 

through its industry-friendly environment 

and policy framework. The State has 

undertaken a series of initiatives to broad-

base the industrial development by 

attracting investments across diversified 

sectors with significant potential. The key 

sectors and areas include industrial parks, 

textiles, healthcare and smart city. Major 

investment initiatives in Odisha include the 

Biotech Park in Bhubaneswar, the Sea 

Food Park at Deras, the Electronics 

Systems Design and Manufacturing sector 

(ESDM) Park in Bhubaneswar, and the 

Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemicals 

Investment Region (PCPIR) at Paradip 

which is located near one of the largest 

freight ports in India and provides a 

gateway to all the markets in Indo-China 

and Eastern Asia.  

 

Celebration of Guru Nanak Jayanti 

Festival:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guru Nanak Jayanti Festival 

Photo: Inrootz.in 

 

The Guru Nanak Jayanti Festival was 

celebrated from 21 to 23 November to 

commemorate the birthday of Guru Nanak 

who was the founder of the Sikh religion. 

The centre of celebrations was the main 

shrine of the Sikhs, the Golden Temple in 

Amritsar, Punjab. The Union Cabinet, 

chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi has passed a Resolution 

to celebrate the 550th Birth Anniversary 

of Shri Guru Nanak Devji, which falls in 

2019, throughout the country and across 

the globe, in a grand and befitting manner.  

 

International commercial & 

business activities in India  
 

Ease of Doing Business Grand 

Challenge:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PM Modi at the launch of “Ease of Doing Business 

Grand Challenge” 
 

On 19 November, PM Narendra Modi 

launched the “Ease of Doing Business 

Grand Challenge” at an event in New 

Delhi. The objective of the Challenge was 

to invite innovative ideas based on 

Artificial Intelligence, Internet of Things, 

Big Data Analytics, Blockchain and other 

cutting edge technology to reform 

government processes. Through the 

Challenge, individuals, start-ups and 

enterprises could submit their ideas at the 

Start up India Portal by 1 January 2019, 

and three laureates would be announced on 

1 February 2019. Speaking at the event, 

PM Modi stated that it was necessary to 

reduce human intervention in processes 

and increase the use of modern and digital 

technologies. He also complimented 

industry representatives and all others 

present for their efforts in improving 
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India’s ranking in “Ease of Doing Business 

(EoDB)”, and stated that India currently 

ranked first in South Asia and was just 

some steps away from its target of breaking 

into the Top 50 in EoDB rankings. PM 

Modi also highlighted that the aim was to 

make India a 5 trillion dollar economy in 

the shortest possible time, and that 

improvement was necessary in every sector 

of the economy to achieve this aim. 

 

India-Norway 
 

Polar Science Days in Goa: On 19 and 20 

November, the Polar Science Days in Goa 

event was co-organized by Ministry of 

Earth Sciences (MoES) at the National 

Centre for Polar and Ocean Research’s 

(NCPOR) premises in Goa. The 

event shared experiences from ongoing 

Indo-Norwegian polar and climate projects.  

 

Indian Community 
 

Indian Handmade Carpet Exhibition: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Handmade Carpet Exhibition 

 

An Exhibition and Buyer Seller Meet 

(BSM) of Indian Handmade Carpets was 

organized in collaboration of Carpet 

Export Promotion Council of India on 12-

13 November, 2018 in which nine Indian 

companies participated. It was the first 

Expo and BSM of its kind in 

Norway. India is one of the leading 

exporters of handmade carpets and the 

event was a unique opportunity for 

retailers, buyers and interior designers to 

experience the richness, variety and 

exquisite beauty of Indian handmade 

carpets first hand for the first time in 

Norway. The BSM between the Indian 

exporters and the Norwegian buyers 

generated positive business enquiries, 

including orders.  
 

Diwali Celebration by VHP: Celebration 

of Diwali was organized by Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad (VHP) on 11 November, 2018 in 

Oslo. On the occasion, a number of local 

musical and dance groups gave their 

performances at the event.  

 

Khadi Exhibition: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Khadi Exhibition at the Embassy premises 

 

To commemorate the 150th Birth 

Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the 

Embassy of India has organized a “Khadi 

Exhibition” at the Embassy premises. The 

Khadi products have been received from 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission, 

Ministry of MSME. Khadi in addition to 

being a heritage fabric is also eco-friendly 

and natural product involving zero carbon 

foot prints in its production. All Norwegian 

nationals and Indian diaspora are cordially 

invited to view the Exhibition at the 

Embassy Reception until 15th January, 

2019. 


